The University of Tennessee

Honoraria Payment Guidelines for Non-Resident Aliens 

General Information


Section 431 of the American Competitiveness and Workforce Improvement Act of 1998 and IRS guidelines allow honoraria payments to foreign individuals visiting the US under an immigration status of B-1, B-2, WB, or WT. The purpose of the payment must be for “usual academic activity” not exceeding nine days in duration, provided that the individual has not received honoraria from more than five educational institutions in the previous six-month period.  This category also includes Canadians admitted at the U.S. border without an inspection.  


If the academic activity is arranged before the foreign visitor arrives in the U.S, the visitor must seek admission under the B-1 or WB status. The WB status is available if he or she is from one of the 24 countries participating in the Visa Waiver program. Legally, honorariums may only be paid to B-2 and WT visa holders in the extremely rare cases where the academic activity is arranged after the visitor arrives in the United States.  

Taxpayer Identification Number Requirements


The foreign visitor should have a social security number or an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN).  If the B visa holder has previously been in the U.S. and had been issued a Social Security Number, this number must be listed on the payment request.  If the B visa holder has previously been in the U.S. and has been assigned an ITIN or if they have applied and received an ITIN while overseas, this number must be listed on the payment request.


If the B visa holder does not have a social security number or an ITIN, the University of Tennessee, as a certified acceptance agent for the IRS, and can assist the foreign visitor in receiving an ITIN.  Please see the Individual Taxpayer Identification Number section of the UT Payroll Office web site for further guidance in applying for an ITIN.


When a B visa holder cannot or will not apply for an ITIN, the University may, at the discretion of the Treasurer’s Office, process the payment. If paid, federal income taxes at the rate of 30% will be withheld from the gross amount of the payment.  A Non-Resident Alien must either have an SSN or ITIN or have provided proof to the University that they have applied for an ITIN to be eligible to receive tax treaty benefits.  Even if the B visa holder is not eligible for a tax treaty, it is beneficial for both the University and the individual to have a Taxpayer Identification Number associated with the honorarium payment. To avoid penalties, the University must provide documentation to the IRS for each payment made to individuals without an associated Taxpayer ID.  Without an SSN or ITIN, the Internal Revenue Service cannot associate the tax withheld from the honorarium payments with the appropriate taxpayer, therefore possibly delaying or eliminating the possibility of a refund.  A valid Taxpayer ID number is required for the foreign visitor to file an income tax return requesting a refund.

Required Documentation

1. Completed T-27 with SSN/ITIN

2. Copy of Passport

3. Copy of I-94 with B-1 or WB (B-2 or WT only in appropriate circumstances) or proof of Canadian citizenship

4. Completed and signed UT B1-WB Honorarium Form available from the UT payroll office web site verifying that individual meets qualifications for payment.

5. Internal Revenue Service Form 8233, if claiming tax treaty benefits and person has valid SSN/ITIN

